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Platos Letters
Evidence for the History of the Academy?

01 13 letters under the name of Plato within theatetgical order of his works
Sicilian: Ep.1,3,4,7,8,13 — Pythagorizing: 2,9,12 — Othg;6;10,11

02 Ep.7:To Dio’s comrades and friendsupposed to be written 354)

324b7-330c6 1. Events until the end of the Second journey
324b7-26b2 1.1 Pla®attitude towards politics out of the events myouth
326hb4-27b5 1.2 First journey (388)
327h6-30c6 1.3 Second journey (autumn 366)

330c7-337e3 2. Advice
330c7-31d4 2.1 How to give advice
331d5-33c6 2.2 The advice given to DionysiusylDio and Plato
333d7- 34c2 2.3 Second journey and Dio mardoiwgrds Syracuse
334c3-37e3 2.4 Advice

337e4-351e3 3. The Third journey and events immediately aftetaa
337e4-40a5 3.1 Third journey (spring 361 to s@mi360) I: Why Plato felt

obliged to travel once again
340b1-45c2 3.2 How Plato and philosophy failed
Jpeira (340b1-42a5), philosophical digression (342a6-245c

345¢3-50b5 3.3 Third journey II: Further evethtising Platds third stay
350b6-51e2 3.4 What happened after Plato left.

03 Recurrent features in (auto-)biographical writimgClassical times
a) Politics
b) Apology
c¢) ethosof the speaker/person in question
d) Resumé of one’s life (“Lebenssumme”)

e) Literary techniques found regulariythe (auto-)biographical information digression
ii. independent of chronological order, iii. biaghical elements side autobiographical ones

04 Ep. 13:To Dionysiugnot before 365)

360b5-360c2 1. What Plato is sending to Dionysius

360b5-e3 1.1 Philosophical items: Booksljddn

361al-b3 1.2 Other items: Statue of Apdtatue for D.wife, wine and

honey for the children

361b4—-c2 1.3 Plato cares for his friend
361c2-362¢el 2. Plato’s and Dionysiusfinancial affairs

361c2-6 2.1 How Plato acts as Dionysiimancial solicitor

361c6-362al 2.2 What Plato himself heefftard

361c6-e3 2.2.1 dowries for his nieécesighters

361e3-5 2.2.2 funeral of his motlmeic@se of her death)

361e5-362al 2.2.3 travel fare fofjtisney to Dionysius Il

362a2-el 2.3 Dionysiugnancial affairs

362a2-7 2.3.1 No Athenian is wilinggad moneychoregig

362a7-c3 2.3.2 This is a shame: Bsast Andromedes

362c3-el 2.3.3 Advice: How D. should hisemoney in future times
362e2—c7 3. Other topics of interest

362e3-7 3.1 Dio

363al-7 3.2 Armour for Cratinus, ©h# for Kebeslaughters

363b1-5 3.3 Theymbolorof the letter

363b6-c3 3.4 Ambassadors praise Dionysius

363c4-6 3.5 Terillus
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Ficino 1484 ? HM AJORPART GENUINE + -?

Bentley 1697 + ALL GENUINE +

Meiners 1783 —ALL SPURIOUS-

Boekh 1808 - - + - 4 = + T i T N B

Ast 1816 —ALL SPURIOUS-

Karsten 1864 —ALL SPURIOUS-

Grote 1865 - + AMOST ALL GENUINE +

Christ 1885 — + AMOST ALL GENUINE +

BlassAtt.Bered. - +MAJORPART GENUINE + -7+

Raeder 1906 + IAMOST ALL GENUINE +

Zeller Gesch.Phil. —ALL SPURIOUS-

Adam 1906. 1910 —ALMOSTALL SPURIOUS- + —ALMOSTALL SPURIOUS-

Ritter 1910 - - + ? - - + 4 - —~ - -

Hackforth 1913 - - + + - - + 4 ? ? ? -+

APELT 1918.71921 -+ + + + + + + + + + - 4+

v. Wilamowitz 1920 - - - - - + + 4 - - ? — -

ANDREAE 1923 - + + + + + + + + +2? + - -

HowALD 192341951 | - - - — - + + + - - - - -

Burnet1924 -+ + -+ % + +

PosT1925 — + + + — + + + — + + — +

Taylor 192621937 -+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ -+ o+ =+

SOUILHE 1926.71949 —MAJORPART SPURIOUS- + + —MAJORPART SPURIOUS-

Bury 1929 —MAJORPART SPURIOUS- + + —MAJORPART SPURIOUS-

Field 1930 — - + + + + + + + + 4 +

NOVOTNY 1930 — + + + + + + + + + + + +

Harward 1932 - + + ? 7 1 + F ? ? ? ? +

MORROW193571962 || — - ? + ? + o+ - + - - ?

PASQUALI 1938.71961 | - - - - + + + - ¢ + P

Weinstock 1947 g + + + + + + + . + ¥ - -

Bluck 1947 - + AMOST ALL GENUINE +

Boas 1948 —ALL SPURIOUS-

MADDALENA 1948 —ALL SPURIOUS-

Robin 1950 - - - - - ’2 + + _ _ _ _ _

Berve 1957 - - 2= - W; + ?/-

Edelstein 1966

—ALL SPURIOUS-

NEUMANN 1967

Von Fritz 1971
Westlake 1979
Thesleff 1982

—ALMOST ALL SPURIOUS—

o —
Gulley 1971 - - —AgLLSPLjRIOUSE— - — —

. ...z

—ALMOST ALL SPURIOUS—

Ledger 1989 I X 4 + +? +
Trampedach 1994 7777 MEbiis Sino, | 2 2 MBI s
Muccioli 1999 - = H-PH- 2 +? — - 47
ISNARDI PARENTE 2002 — - - - - - + +7 — — _ 4 -
BRISSON"2004 S T e SIS £ VIV S N ) Z
Nails 2002 —MAJORPART SPURIOUS + + —MAJORPART SPURIOUS—
rler — — - — — — +?7-/+7 - —/+7 —[+7 - -
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“Epistle 7 is nowadays accepted by the majoritgadfolars [...] it hardly seems necessary to rehearse more
the arguments pro and contra. The importance dhbdis authenticity confirmed is that it will nole possible to
rely on the long excursus on the nature of re§i}2A-344C) with confidence as a guide to Platetsr thoughts”,
Ledger, 1989, p.25, quoted by Sayre 1995, xxiii

05a Ep.7, beginning (323d7-24b6, transl. Bury)

IMAdrwv to1g Aw)vog 0u<8101g 1€ KOl srmpmg 81) npomsw
"Eneoteihoté pot voutlew detv mv Swwouxv v umv gtvat rnv avThV nv SIXSV kol Alov, kol 811 KOl KOWVOVELY
diexerevecBé (324.a) pot, ko0’ Soov 01dg Té el Epym kol Adywm. &yd 8¢, el pév 50&0&\1 Kol émbopiay v
adTv Eyete dkefva, obpenut Kowve vijoetv, €l 8¢ i, Bovievoesbar moAAdkig. Tic & v 1 ékeivov didvou
kol £mbopio, oyedov ovk elkdlmv AL d¢ e100¢ capdg eimon” dv. — §te yap kot  aApyac £ic Zupakovcog
éyd) d(pucéw]v oYESOV é’m tsrwpducovw yayovo')g Alwv sfxs mv NAkiov Ny ta viv ‘Temapivog yéyovey,
Kou nv scsxsv (324. b) 10te 8O&, roum]v Kol detédhecey Exov, ZDDaKoclovc otecBar Selv slsuesoovc
givar,_ Kot vOpoug rovc amcrouc omowmc dote 008V Oowuacsrov el Tig Bedv kol TodToV £i¢ rnv omrnv
d6&av mept mohtelag ékelve yevéobar cdpppova morjcetey. Tic 8 v 6 Tpdmog T yevésems adThic, oK
andélov dkodoon véEm kai un vé, melpdoopat 88 € apyfig avtv &ymd mpog VA deEedbetv: Exel yap
KOpOV TO VOV.
You wrote to me that | ought to consider that youligyowvas the same as that which Dion had; and moreover
you charged me to support it, so far as | can, §8®dth by deed and word. Now if you really hold #zne
views and aims as he, | consent to support themif bot, | will ponder the matter many times ovAnd what
was his policy and his aim | will tell you, and thas | may say, not from mere conjecture but fromage
knowledge. — For when | originally arrived at Syraguseing about forty years old, Dion was of the agehvh
Hipparinus has now reached, and the views which hettmad come to hold [324b] he continued to hold
unchanged; for he believed that the Syracusanstdodie free and dwell under the best laws. Conselyéris
no matter of surprise if some Deity has made Hipparigdso come to share his views about governmenband
of the same mind. Now the manner in which these vieiggnated is a story well worth hearing for youngla
old alike, and | shall endeavor to narrate it ta f)mm the beginning; for at the present momeist @pportune.

05b Ep.7, end (352a1-6)

What counsel | have to offer, after this narratifeevents, [352a] has been given already, andtsiv sefffice. But |
deemed it necessary to explain the reasons whyéntwmok my second journey to Sicily because abaadirrational
stories are being told about it. If, therefore, #rzount | have now given appears to anyone mdiened, and if
anyone believes that it supplies sufficient excugswhat took place, then | shall regard that acdoas both
reasonable and sufficient.

O6a IsokratesQr. 15,6 (transl. Norlin)
"HioOnuévog & domep eimov, mhefovg dvtag @v dunv todg ovk OpbdG mepi pHov YryvdoKovTag,
gvebopodpuny Tdg av dnlocatt Kol ToVTolg Kol Tolg &mtytyvouévolg kal tov Tpdmov Ov &y, kai tov Biov
ov (@, kol v moudeiav mepi v dwatpifm, kol pun meptidou mepl TdV TO10VTOV AKpLToV EHanTOV dvra,
und” &mi toig Pracenuelv eibicuévolg domep vov yevduevov.
But when my eyes were opened, as | have said,etddtt that a greater number than | supposed had
mistaken ideas about me, | began to ponder howldcgshow to them and to posterity the truth aboyt m
character, my way of life, and the education toolHiam devoted, and not suffer myself to be conum
on these issues without a trial nor to remain, leeed just been, at the mercy of my habitual calabons.

06b  IsokratesOr. 15,8 (transl. Norlin)

Ei pév odv émauvelv dpuantdv émyetpoiny, Edpav obte mepihaPelv dravta mept dv Sieldelv mponpovuny
016¢ Te yevnodpevoc, obt” émyopiteg ovd” dvempbdvac simetv nsp‘l ATV SUvncséugvog el d’ fmoesiunv
dwc?)va uev kai kivouvdv tiva mepl Sug yryvouevov, ... auomrov & &v omokoytag oynuatt Tovg Adyoug

nolodpevov, oUTmg OV ékyevésOar pot pdhota dtokeydijvar mept andviov ov Toyydve Bovdduevog.
| saw, however, that if | were to attempt a eulagymyself, |1 should not be able to cover all thenp® which |
proposed to discuss, nor should | succeed in tigdtiem without arousing the displeasure or evenetivy of my
hearers. But it occurred to me that if | were tomdhe fiction of a trial and of a suit brought ags me... in this way it
would be possible to discuss to the best advarsth¢iee points which | wanted to make.

07 Plato,Apol.32b8—e4 (transl. Fowler)

. peta Tod (32.¢) vopov kol Tod dikaiov é'al,mv UGAAGY he detv Srokvdvvevew f ped’ i)p(I)v vevéoBar un
&Kma Bovksuousvcov (panesvw Sscsuov i Oowowov Kol TadToL pev v £TL SpoKpaToL usvng rng noksmg
gne1dn o6 Ohyapyta & sysvsro ol TPLAKOVTaL oD usmnsu\uausvm LE... [Leon of Salamzs] rors usvrm )
(32 d) 00 AMdyw aAL” Epym av 8V8681§a|,mv dti éuol Bavdrov pev pska el | dyporkdtepov Ny eimetv, 008"
otodv, T0d 8¢ pundev ddikov pnd” avdciov Epydlecar, Tovtov 8¢ 10 mav pélel. ... [Leon of Salamis] ...
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Ap’ ovv dv pe olecbe tocdde £t SrayevésOan i Expattov 10 dSnudcta, Kol wpdrtmv GEimg avpog ayadod
gBor0ovv 10i¢ Sikaiolg kai Momep ypn todTo TEPL TAEIGTOL ENMO100UNV;

| thought ...[32c] | must run the risk to the endhwiaw and justice on my side, rather than join withu when
your wishes were unjust, through fear of imprisonnerdeath. That was when the democracy still exisiad;
after the oligarchy was established, the Thirtytden me ... Leon of Salamis]l. Then I, however, [32d]
showed again, by action, not in word only, that | diot care a whit for death if that be not too rude a
expression, but that | did care with all my might teodo anything unjust or unholy. .Lgon of Salamis]I... —
Do you believe that | could have lived so many yeftshad been in public life and had acted as adgman
should act, lending my aid to what is just and cdesing that of the highest importance?

I. prooemium(17al-18a6y} Il. dispositio(18a7—19a7) —llirefutatio(19a8-28b2): a. old prosecutors, b. new
prosecutors: Meletus —I\digressio(28b3-34b5) —Vperoratio (34b6—35d8)

08 Ep. 7: Platds Youth

In the days of my youth my experience was the sashat of many othefgoAloic &1 tadtov €mabov). | thought
that as soon as | should become my own mastéafrov dpavtod yevoiunv kdpioc) [324c] | would immediately
enter into public life. But it so happened, | fourdat the following changes occurred in the poditisituation
(tbxon): [The revolution of the ,Thirty*' [324d] ... Now of these some were actually catiogs and acquaintances
of mine; and indeed they invited me at once to phigir administration, thinking it would be congalni... And
indeed | saw how these men within a short time @dusen to look back on the former government asldeg age;
and above all how they treated my [324e] aged dri®acrates, whom | would hardly scruple to callriest just of
men then living, ...the Leon-affail... So when | beheld all these actions and otbées similar grave kind, | was
indignant, and | withdrew myself from the evil ptiaes then going on. ..after the Thirty]... Then once again |
was really, though less urgently, impelled with eside to take part in public and [325b] politicdlaas. Many
deplorable events, however, were still happeninth@se times, [...] But, as ill-luck would have d¢grtain men of
authority (duvaotedovteg Tuveg) summoned our comrad&ocr ates before the law-courts, laying a charge against
him which was most unholy, and whi&uocrates of all men least deserved; [325c¢] for it was oa ttharge of
impiety that those men summoned him and the resi@mned and slew him—the very man who on the former
occasion, when they themselves had the misforimbe tin exile, had refused to take part in the inhorest of one

of the friends of the men then exiled.

When, therefore, | considered all this, ... &mel more | advanced in years myself, the moredtiffiappeared to
me [325d] the task of managing affairs of Statdtiig For it was impossible to take action withdriénds and
trusty companions; and these it was not easy tbri#ady to hand .tHe corruption of the stafe., Consequently,
although at first [325€] | was filled with an ardelesire {mbvpia) to engage in public affairs, when | considerdd al
this and saw how things were shifting about anyhowaldl directions, | finally became dizzy; ... [386... as regards
political action | kept constantly waiting for apmortune moment; until, finally, looking at all ti¢ates which now
exist, | perceived that one and all they are baglyerned; for the state of their laws is such addoalmost
incurable without some marvellous overhauling aaddyluck to boot. So in my praise of the right pedphy | was
compelled to declare that by it one is enabledigoetn all forms of justice both political and imidiual. Wherefore
the classes of mankind (I said) will have no césedtom evils until either the class of those [BR@ho are right
and true philosophers attains political supremacyglse the class of those who hold power in tl¢eStbecomes,
by some dispensation of Heaven, realiylosophic (Aéyewv te fvayxdoOny, énovadv v 0pOnv erlocoiav, og &k
todtng EoTv Td Te mohTikd Sikato Kol 0 TOV IOTOV TAVTa KaTISEV: Kak®V odv od 326.b AfEe T GvOpdmva
yévn, mpiv av §j 10 1@V @rhocopodvimv Opddg ye kol GAnddg yévoc eig dpyoc #AOn Tag moMtikag f) TO TOV
duvaotevdvimv &v Taig mdreoty xk tvog poipag Oelag Svime priocoenor.)

This was the view | heldlgdtnv 67 v dudvorav &wv) when | came to Italy and Sicily, ...

09 Ep.7, 330c2-5

ov 8¢ Eveka kol Soa Empala, Mg eikdta te Kol dfkona, Vv TPdTOV eV cvpPoviedoag & ypn molely £k

OV VOV yeyovdtmv, Botepov Ta mepl TadTa SiéEeyt TOV Emovepotdvimy Eveka Tl 51 Poviduevog NAov

10 devtepov, va un to Tdpepyo m¢ Epya pot couPaivy Aeyd peva. Aéym dn tdde £y®m...
That my motives for doing so and all my actions evezasonable and just, all this | will try to expla
later on, for the benefit of those who ask whateobjl had in going the second time. But first | mus
counsel you as to the course you ought to adoptew of the present circumstances, so as not te giv
the first place to matters of secondary importadat | have to say, then, is thiqiefe follows the
advicqd

10 Ep.7, 327al-4

b \ / ’ / / / \ ~ bl \ / b / 3 / \
€YD oLYYEVOUEVOS AlVL TOTE VE® KIVOLVEV®, TO, dOKODVTO ELOL BEATIOTA AVOPOTOIC lval unviwy do
Moyov kol TpdTTety avtd cVUPOLAED®V, Gyvoelv 0Tt Tupavvidog Two TPOTMOV KOTAALGY £60UEVNV
unyavouevog EAdviovov guantdv.
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When | associated with Dion, who was then a yoirbtructing him verbally in what | believed was bdsr
mankind and counselling him to realize it in acfiitnseems that | was not aware that | was, in g wawittingly
contriving the future overthrow of the tyranny.

1la Ep.7:333c7-e6

dcodoat xpr| Tovg (333.d) €pe mapakarodvtog Tpdg To VOV Tpdypata. 0oV Abnvaiog dvip &yd, £taipog
Alwvog, cOppoyog adTd, TpOg TOV THpaY VoV, Stmg avtl ToAépov eidiov morjoaut dwopoyduevog 8¢ Toig
dapdrrovoty NTTRONV. Teibovtog 8¢ Atovusiov Tipols kai ypruacty yevéshar pet” adtod £ue udptopd te
Kol @ihov Tpog v evmpéneiay thg EkPorfic thc Alwvog avtd yiyvesHan, Tovtmv 81 10 v StjpapTey.
votepov 8¢ o1 katimv oikade (333.e) Alov adeloo 800 mposhapuBdvel AdvnOey, odk £k PIAo Gopiag
yeyovdte ik, AL €k Thig meprTpeyovong Etarpiog Tavtng TH TV mAsiotov eilov, v &k Tod Eevilew te
KOl HLETV Kol TOTTEVEY TPOYHATEVOVTOL, Koi 81) Kol TOVT® T® cvyKoTayaydvie anTtov Oihm &k ToVTOV Te
Kol £k the Tpog TV kdBodov vanpeciag EyevécOny étaipo.
Those who are urging me to address myself [333dh¢oaffairs of today ought to hear what then tptdce. |, a
citizen of Athens, a companion of Dion, an allylo§ own, went to the tyrant in order that | mighinlg about
friendship instead of war; but in my struggle withe slanderers | was worsted. But when Dionysiusdtrio
persuade me by means of honors and gifts of mameyde with him so that | should bear witness, iasfiiend, to
the propriety of his expulsion of Dion, in this @gs he failed utterly. And later on, while returgimmome from
exile, Dion attached to himself two brothers fronthéns, [333e] men whose friendship was not derifrech
philosophy, but from the ordinary companionship ofitwhich most friendships spring, and which confiesn
mutual entertaining and sharing in religion and tisyseremonies. So, too, in the case of these twemds who

accompanied him home; it was for these reasonsbanduse of their assistance in his homeward votlzgethey
became his companions.

11b  Ep.7: 328c-d1

/ \ \ ~ ’/ \ ’ b ~ b3 b T bl / b r b /7 \
a0t HEV ON T dlovolg T Kol TOAUY amfipa oltkoBev, ovy 1| Twveg £00&alov, AAA™ Al GYLVOUEVOC UEV
guantov 10 péytotov, pn d0&aul mote guovt® movtdmoct Adyoc pdvov dtexv@dg etvar Tic, Epyov 8¢
00devOg v mote EkmV avOdyacOot, kivdvvedoely 8¢ mpododvar wpdtov (328d) pév v Alwvog Eeviav te
Kol £Taupiay...

Holding this view and in this spirit of adventutewias that | set out from home,—not in the spititieh some have
supposed, but dreading self-reproach most of @dt haply | should seem to myself to be utterly abdolutely
nothing more than a mere voice and never to unidentéllingly any action, and now to be in dangerpbving

false, in the first instance, to my friendship asdociation with Dion...

12 Ep. 7: Philosophical digression

Peira(340b1-341a6)

Verdict against what(ever) Dionysius Il wrote (341a3)

Plato never wrote about these thingsvop and cu(fiv (341a7-342a5)
Digression: The ,Four* ($voua, Adoyog, eldmwiov, émotiun) (342a5-344d2)
Definite verdict about what(ever) Dionysius Il wed344d3—c2)

13 Ep. 13,beginning (360al—c5. 361lal<{fansl. Bury)

IMAdtmv Alovuciom Tupdvve Zvpakovc®dv eV TPATTELY.
Apyf oot 1fc émotorig €0t kol duo cduPorov Gt mop” €uod Eotv: Tovg Aokpodg mod  EoTidV
veaviokovg, TOpp® KAToKEHEVOS At £uoD, dvéotng map” €U Kol L AOPPOVOVUEVOS EITEC €V T PTipaL
&yov, og Euotye £80kelg kol (360.b) Td TapakaTakeEvONY 8 00TOC TV K@V Tig O¢ TdTe eimev:  H mov
VAN / ’ VSN A €\ ’ N qr 3 N /A R Y (N

TOALA, ® Aloviote, €1¢ coplay ®@eAf) Vo TTAatwvog ov & elmec Kal gig dALlo TOALA, EMEL KOl O’ TG
¢ petamépyeng, 3t petemepyduny adtév, dt” antd TodTo £000¢ MEeEAONV. ToDT” oVV Stucwotéov, Snmg
av av&dvntor el UV 1 an” A AV deeio.
Kol £y viv 1odt” antd moapackevdlov, Tov te TTubayopeiov néunm cot kai tdv Stupécemv, Kal dvdpa,
e/ bl /7 € . / T \ A\ / 24 4 ’ b / ~ / r
womep £00KeL MUV T0Tg, (360.¢) O Ye oL KOl ApyVOTNg, imep NKeL mapd e Apyvtng, ¥pficOat dvvousd” dav.
b4 \ Y \ e / \ \ / b / \ \ 9 / \ \ / A / /
€011 8¢ ovoua pev Elkav, 10 € yévog ek Kulikov, pabnrrg 6 EVd0Eov Kol mepl mdvTa o EKEVOL TAVY
YOPLEVTOG EYOV. ...

\ \ T bl / / b / \ \ o / bl / \ /. /
IIept 6€ OV EMECTEAAEG LLOL AMOTEUTELY GOL, TOV HEV ATTOAA®D ETOMGAUNV TE KOl OYEL GOL AETTIVNG, VEOL
Kol ayofod dnuiovpyod: dvopa & otv adtd Asoydpnc. Etepov 8 mop” adT@ Epyov NV TAvY Kopydv, dg
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£80kel Emprduny ovv antd PovAduevdg cov Th yuvouki dodvar, Gt pov e peAelto kai VylivovTtog Kol

ac0evodvtog GElmg £uod te kol 60D. ... méumm ¢ kal oivov yAvkéog dmdeko otopvia TOG mocl Kol

péltog 8vo.

Plato to Dionysius, Tyrant of Syracuse, wishesgdelhg.

Let this greeting not only commence my letter betve at the same time as a token that it is from me
Once when you were feasting the Locrian youths and weated at a distance from me, you got up and
came over to me and in a friendly spirit made saemaark [360b] which | thought excellent, as also did
my neighbor at the table, who was one of the bedugiduths. And he then said—“No doubt, Dionysius,
you find Plato of great benefit as regards philds@pAnd you replied—*Yes, and in regard to much else
since from the very moment of my inviting him | texd benefit at once from thevery fact that | had invited
him.” This tone, then, should be carefully presdria order that the mutual benefit we derive frone @another
may always go on increasing. So by way of helping tdwahis end | am now sending you some of the
Pythagorean works and of the “Divisions,” and alsowa arranged at that time, a man of whom [360c]ayud
Archytas—if Archytas has come to your court—may bée ab make use. His name is Helicon, he is a
native of Cyzicus, and he is a pupil of Eudoxus exceedingly well versed in all his doctrine.

As regards the things you wrote to me to send ybayé had the Apollo made ahdptines is bringing it to you.

It is by a young and good craftsman named Leochétesiad at his shop another piece which was, auptitp
very artistic; so | bought it with the intention mfesenting it to your wife, becaushe tended me both in health
and sickness in a manner which did credit both toand to me. ... | am also sending twelve jars ofeswéne
for the children [361b] and two of honey. ...

Persons mentioned Bp.13: Dionysius Il (tyrant of Syracuse, addressee), his wife,dhigdren — young men from
Locri (anon.) — Archytas (Pythagorean) — HeliconQyicus (the mathematician?), pupil of EudoxusKafdos,
the mathematician), (indirectly) of Isocrates (tleator), (through Polyxenus) of Bryson (of Heraalei
mathematician) — Leptines ((1) relative of Diongsil? (2) the Pythagorean, murderer of Callipus®eechares
(sculptor) — Plats mother, his nieces, their husbands and theirldatg— Dio of Syracuse — Speusippus (Pfato
nephew/puil) — Andromedes from Aegina (otherwis&nawn) — Erastos (pupil of Plato, s&p. 6) — Cratinus,
brother of Timotheos (the politician) — Cebes (tkebes), interlocutoPhd, the dialogue which features: Simmias
and Socrates — Philagrus, Philaides, embassadoteoking of Persia — Terillus (friend of Platohetwise
unknown), brother-in-law of Teison, “city-stewarf &yracuse” (Nails) — Aristocrituscf. Ep. 3, otherwise
unknown) — latrocles (freed slave)

14 Ep. 13, 363c9/d1

“Eppmco kol ¢rlocdpel kol tovg dAlove mpotpémov tov¢ 363.d vemtépoug, Kol TOVG GLGOUIPIGTAS
aomalov vmep éuod,... — Keep well and study philosophy and exhort ther8&8fl] all the other young
men; and greet for me your comrades at the garbalbfin your study of thepheremodel ?...

15 Ep. 13, 362e2-7

To peta tadta mepi Alovog Adyown” dv. to pév dAL" odmm &xm Aéyewv, mpiv Av mapd cod EM0woty ol
gmotolal, domep Epng mept pévrotl dkelvov ov odk elog pepviiclor mpdg avtdv, ovte Euvijodny ovte
SeréyOny, &enepduny 8¢ elte yodendc eite padiog oloel yryvopévav, kai pot £80ker odk fpéua av
dxOecBou gl yiyvorro. ta 8¢ dAha mepl o8 Kol Aoy Kol Epym pétpidg pot dokel etvar Aov.
In the next place | shall speak about Dion. Othattens | cannot speak of as yet, until the letfesm
you arrive, as you said; with regard, howeverhtzsé matters which you forbade me to mention tq him
neither mentioned nor discussed them, but | didtdrgiscover whether he would take their occurrence
hardly or calmly, and it seemed to me that if tbegurred it would cause him no small vexation. asilt
else Dion's attitude towards you seems to me t@ésonable both in word and deed.

16  Ep.13,360d1f.
dediog 8¢ My tadrta, Gt VEp AvOpmdmov d6Eav dmogaivouat, 00 eodrov {Hov AAL” eduetaBdrov, TATY
dvo OMyoV TIVOV Kal i¢ OAlyor ...
This, however, | say with trepidation, since | atteting an opinion about a man, and man thoughanot
worthless is an inconstant creature, save in v@myifstances and in few respects.



